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FOREWORD BY THE MASTER 
It has been another very busy few months with both Glover events such as Common Hall and the Regimental 
Dinner but also external events including a visit to Providence Row with Maggie Manwaring and the annual 
gathering in York of the Leathery Liveries for the Installation of the Master Cordwainer of York. I visited 
HighGround at Headley Court with Assistant Roger De Courcey to present more gloves for the gardening project 
set up for wounded servicemen and the Company enjoyed an excellent visit to Dents and the American Museum 
in Bath; I am most grateful to Lisa Page for all the organisation for what was a memorable occasion.  So, a busy 
few months. 
I offer heartfelt congratulations to Past Master Roddy Morriss on him receiving the Freedom of the Borough of 
Hackney where he has done much unsung work over the years – worthy recognition indeed.  Also, I extend a 
warm welcome to our 2 newest Liverymen; Paul Holder and Katharine Ray. I’m also delighted to see out sports 
teams out and about again with both the Golfers and Clay Pigeon Team offering articles in this edition.   
As I head into the second half of my tenure I hope to see many of you at the Awards lunch on 1st July at 
Clothworkers’ Hall.  Hot on the tail of that we have Swap Upping (22nd July) and a visit organised by Past Master 
John Spanner to see the Court of Common Council in session (23rd July) – an absolute must for those unfamiliar 
with the City. I look forward to seeing many of you over the next few months. 
 

COMMON HALL AT SADDLERS’ HALL – 14TH APRIL 2015 

70 members of the company gathered at Saddlers’ Hall on 14th April for Common hall and supper.  The purpose 
of Common Hall on this occasion was to discuss 3 key topics; Membership, the Glove Collection Trust and the 
Strategic Review.  Members sat at round tables in groups of 10 and having been given a 10 minute introduction 
on the subject they then had 10 minutes to discuss the issues amongst themselves before a 5 minute feedback 
session.  Most encouraging was the willingness to engage and proven by over 35 issues and ideas being raised.  
 

 
Th Master with Liveryman Leslie Blustin who, as CEO of 
Polyco Ltd, was the Company’s guest of honour. 

Feedback has already begun and it is anticipated that a more 
detailed report will follow in July. 
The Common Hall was followed by a delicious buffet provided 
by Party Ingredients. The Master introduced and welcomed 2 
new Liverymen: Paul Holder and Katharine Ray. Liveryman 
Leslie Blustin was the guest of honour and was due to speak 
on his company Polyco but laryngitis struck so his words were 
delivered with aplomb by Assistant Micael Dodd. Should you 
wish to see Leslie’s script you can find it on the website. 

 

 
The Master calling proceedings to a halt with her kitchen timer as groups 
scribble down their offerings for discussion. 

 



 

IMAGES OF COMMON HALL 
 
 

  

  

  

  
 

From Top Left. The Master with Liz Elvin – Past Masters Oliver Holmes and John Spanner – Freeman Alex Catto with 
Assistant Mike Dodd – Liverymen Krys Szczotka and Duncan Gwyther with Assistant Clive Hawkins – Liverymen Charles 
Wood and Robin Tilbrook – Past Master Stephen Kirsch with Past Assistant David Bennett – Liveryman Julian Lidstone, 
Assistant John Wait and Past Master Roddy Morriss – Liveryman Anne Wadsworth with Assistant Charles Stokes. 



 
 

THE MASTER’S VISIT TO HIGHGROUND AT HEADLEY COURT 

 
The Master and Assistant Roger De Courcey with Carol Sales and Anna Baker-Creswell 

 

The Master, accompanied by Assistant Roger De Courcey and the Clerk, visited Headley Court to have a tour of 
the gardens and to present gloves to HighGround, an organisation which does inspiring work to help with the 
physical and psychological recovery of wounded or injured servicemen and women through the medium of 
gardening. Strange as it may seem this has been a huge success with over 1000 people having already benefitted 
in the 18 months that the project has been in place.  The Master was shown round by Carol Sales, Horticultural 
Therapist for HighGround at Headley Court and Anna Baker-Creswell the Development Director and met a 
number of servicemen who vouched for the success of the project. Should you wish to know more about their 
work you can visit their website www.highground-uk.org. 
 

 

A ROOF TOP PARTY AT PROVIDENCE ROW 

  

The Master Ann Esslemont, the 
Clerk Mark Butler and Maggie 
Manwaring were invited by 
Providence Row for the grand 
opening of their New Roof Garden. 
They chose a beautiful evening in 
May, the sun was shining and 
guests were taken around to see 
this creative and outstanding 
project. Raised beds of all shapes 
and sizes offered a wide range of 
fruits and vegetables, plus there 
was a large green house for sowing 
seeds. Their clients are now able to 
be taught gardening skills and all 
of the produce will be used in their 
kitchen on a daily basis. There was 
a delicious buffet which had been 
produced by the clients and 
everyone  there had  a  thoroughly  

good evening. The Glovers support Providence Row each year with gifts of gloves and it was great to see 
our gardening and catering gloves put to such imaginative and good use.     Liveryman Maggie Manwaring 

http://highground-uk.org/


 
THE GLOVERS & THE REGIMENTAL GUEST NIGHT 

HELD AT THE CAVALRY & GUARDS CLUB 23RD APRIL 2015 
 

Those who have visited the Cavalry & Guards Club in Piccadilly will know what a splendid setting it is for a 
Regimental Dinner. It was therefore a great privilege for 41 Glovers and their guests to join our affiliated 
Regiment, The Artists Rifles there, to mark the 60th anniversary of our association. 
The reception was held in the grand Wellington Room and as we gathered and were greeted by serving 
members of the Regiment, a cellist was serenading us! Punctually at 7.30pm the RSM called us to order and 
invited the Master to address us. The Master noted how greatly we value our long standing association with 
this Regiment and gloves were duly presented to 9 members of the Regiment. 
We were then called into Dinner, where not only were the tables set with silver but each table had been named 
after a Regimental VC winner and a short citation was on each table to explain the gallantry involved. After 
dinner the Commanding Officer spoke welcoming us all and presented to our Master a silver framed miniature 
of the original charter recording the original affiliation dating back to April 1955. 
He was followed by the guest speaker Col John Crosland CBE, MC who is a Glover and an Honorary Colonel of 
the Regiment. His reflections on his experiences in the Falklands were informative, fascinating and for both the 
younger members of the Regiment and us elder guests, were an inspiration and an amusing insight that we 
might not otherwise have known about. Too quickly the evening was over but we departed knowing that our 
Regiment is in good heart and that our affiliation with its members continues to be worthwhile and enjoyable. 
May it continue for another 60 years!                                                                          Assistant Richard Morris 

 

CITY LIVERY BRIEFINGS 
For those of you who are new to the Company (or any Liveryman or Assistant who wishes to be 
reminded of the linkage of the Livery to the City) there are a number of briefings organised by 
the Livery Committee.  Of particular interest are the City Briefing that runs between 5.30PM – 
7.00PM and is then followed by drinks and a light buffet for the very reasonable sum of £15.  
There are 2 more in 2015; the first on Wed 14th Oct and the last one on Mon 23rd Nov. They 
do fill up quickly so you should book early – you can always postpone and get a refund so long 
as you provide 10 days’ notice.  
For more details see http://www.liverycommitteecourses.org/city-briefings.php.   

 

NEWS FROM DENTS OF WARMINSTER 

 
Warminster Town Council’s Heather Abernethie and Dents’ Chief 
Executive (and Glover) Deborah Moore celebrate the opening of the 
new lane in Warminster - wearing Dents gloves, of course! 

Glovers Lane is a new route in the Wiltshire 
town of Warminster linking the area’s 
main business park and the town’s centre 
and railway station. The name recognises 
Dents’ long history in the town and its 
contribution towards manufacturing and 
employment in the region. “This is a 
wonderful recognition from Wiltshire 
Council and is a real tribute to the talented 
designers and the skilled leather cutters 
and hand sewers who have worked so 
hard here over the decades,” said Dents 
Chief Executive Deborah Moore. “Glovers 
Lane will be useful for employees at the 
Business Parks to get to work; and it also 
means our popular Factory Shop will be 
within easier reach for many local 
residents.” 
Horace Prickett, Wiltshire Council 
portfolio holder for transport, said he was 
delighted with the new Glovers Lane. “The 

support of the community in Warminster has really helped make these improvements possible. I am very much 
in favour of recognising the good work and support that local individuals, companies and groups have made 
to their communities.  Street naming is a fine way offering a long term recognition of their contribution” he 
said. Dents started making gloves in 1777. It opened its first factory in Warminster in 1921 when Jefferies, a 
gloving company that was absorbed into Dents, expanded trading into the town from nearby Westbury. Since 
then Dents has grown and four years ago moved into a brand new purpose built facility in the town.  

http://www.liverycommitteecourses.org/city-briefings.php


CONGRATULATIONS 

Past Master Roddy Morriss TD DL 

….to Past Master Roddy Morriss on being awarded the Freedom 
of the Borough of Hackney. To quote from reports: 
‘Lt Col Roderick Morriss, the Deputy Lieutenant of Hackney, may 
be one man but he’s packed in more in a lifetime than many 
could boast in three. Last week the seemingly unstoppable 68-
year-old was awarded Freedom of the Borough, Hackney’s 
highest and rarest honour, for not only his role as Deputy 
Lieutenant, a voluntary position, but also for his service to St 
John Ambulance, The Royal British Legion, Scouts, and the 
National Flood and Tempest Distress Fund, among others too 
numerous to list. Lt Col Morriss was made Deputy Lieutenant 17 
years ago - a position which sees him ensuring the monarch is 
kept up-to-date with what’s happening in Hackney and in turn 
acting as the Queen’s representative during mayoral, royal or 
civic visits to the borough - and in that time he has seen Hackney 
“flourish”. 
“Hackney has grown in pride and confidence,” he said. “It is the 
people that make a place and the people of Hackney have 
always been most engaging and welcoming. “However, over the 
years, the governance and systems of Hackney have experienced 
a metamorphosis and Hackney can boast that it is as good as 
any London borough and better than most.”’ 

SOCIAL VISIT TO DENTS & THE AMERICAN MUSEUM IN BATH  

 

 

 
Freeman Alex Catto, Liverymen Lisa Page and Deborah Moore (Dents 
CEO) with the  Master and Past Assistant Robert Yentob (Chairman) 

The Master with Zoe Dennington, Head of 
Visitor Experience 

The Master Mrs Ann Esslemont, together with 42 Glovers and guests attended the trip to Dents in Warminster 
on Wednesday 29 April 2015. Dents have been crafting and creating the world’s finest Gloves since 1777 in the 
reign of King George III. At Dents, after refreshments there were guided tours to the Museum and the Factory 
plus a visit the shop for some retail therapy. In the Museum there was a wide-ranging exhibition including some 
historical gloves such as the Coronation Gloves of Queen Elizabeth I, and two left-hand gloves as carried by 
Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson. In the factory some of the principal methods for glove-making were shown. The shop 
has a wide range of goods including hand-bags and hats in addition to a wide range of gloves. 
After a complimentary lunch provided by Dents the majority of the Glovers and guests made the trip to the 
American Museum in Bath. The museum, which opened in 1961, was founded by two collectors of antiques – 
an American Douglas Pratt and a British Quaker John Judkyn. The museum collection is housed in a Georgian 
House built in the 1820s during the reign of George IV. The exhibits cover American history from 1690 to 1860 
using rooms related to selected periods. Fifty quilts and coverlets are included in the newly refurbished textile 
room.  Afterwards, some Glovers and guests joined the Master for supper at The Angel at Heytesbury. The 
Master wishes to thank the Liverymen Lisa Page and Deborah Moore for all of their endeavours to make the 
day so successful.                                                                                                     Liveryman Michael Hudson 

 
 

http://content.presspage.com/uploads/722/800_ltcolmorriss.jpg


CITY ENGAGEMENT 
One of the aims of the Glovers' Livery is to the support the Mayoralty and the City of London Corporation. 
As many members are a bit hazy about what this entails the Strategic Review asked a few members to come 
up with some ideas as to how we can improve our knowledge and engagement.  We hope you will enjoy 
getting to know a bit more about the City and our plans will enfold over the next few months.  
First - all Liverymen should be aware of and attend one of the City Briefings that the City hold in order to 
address the gaps in our knowledge and offer a friendly evening  meeting many other new Liverymen. The 
Clerk has highlighted these dates above with the way you can book up but rest assured they are really 
informative and everyone should attend one at some time.  
Second, we are starting a series of articles about the City. These will be posted on our website under a new 
web page City Engagement. The first article is entitled "Why does the City matter to Livery Companies?"  I 
hope you will find this interesting and if you have any burning questions then maybe a later article can 
provide a full reply that we can all share. In any event the webpage will start filling up with answers to many 
of your questions.   
Third, somewhat as an experiment, there will be an informal visit to see the Court of Common Council of the 
City of London in action. Past Master John Spanner will meet you at the Guildhall and then explain some of 
the finer points to you - before and possibly during the meeting. The flier is attached for the visit on Thursday 
23 July at the Guildhall.                                                            
The City is a fascinating and complex place with lots to learn but much to enjoy and experience. The Court's 
strategic aim is to enhance our knowledge of the City and provide opportunities for the livery to participate 
in and play an active part in the governance of the City.                                      Alderman Alison Gowman 
  

 
 

THE COMPANY WELCOMES 2 NEW LIVERYMEN 

 
 

The Master was delighted to 
welcome 2 new Liverymen to the 
Company at the Court which 
preceded Common Hall and 
dinner on 14th April at Saddlers’ 
Hall. Paul Holder is a serving 
officer in the Army and is the 
current Master of the Worshipful 
Company of Carmen.  He was 
sponsored by Anne Wadsworth.  
Katharine Ray, having started life 
as a teacher, has spent the last 25 
years with BTG (formerly British 
Technology Group) in their City 
HQ managing licence and 
intellectual property agreements. 
She was sponsored by Past Master 
Alan Howarth.   

Paul Holder and Katharine Ray were both made Liverymen of the Company at the Court held at Saddlers’ Hall. 

 



 

GLOVER SPORT 
GOLF – GLOVERS SPRING MEETING 

A small group of members of the Glovers 
Golf Society took part in the Spring Meeting 
at Hankley Common Golf Club on 31st 
March 2015 with members of the Artist 
Rifles Golf Society. We were fortunate to 
get a dry and comparatively warm day but 
quite a challenging wind was blowing. 
We had two guests who had equal scores. 
Alex Southcombe and Michael Orr had the 
top scores and will put their names on the 
Ivor Spry Trophy this year. It was a fun day. 
We hope there will be a wider field 
to attend the meetings in Kent for the 
Summer Meeting on 6 July at Royal St 
Georges GC and 7 July at Rye GC.  
Please keep 9 October at Worpledon GC 
open when we want a good team to recover 
the 'Gauntlet' from the Founders 
Company."  

Past Assistant Alex Southcombe                                                                                                                              

SHOOTING  

 
On Saturday, the 11th of April, not too early in the morning, elements of the Glovers team for the Inter Livery 
Clay Pigeon Shooting Competition met at Holland & Holland’s Shooting Grounds to have a practice. The guns 
consisted of Malcolm Freeman, Julian Walker, Simon Somerville, with Susanna and Roddy Morriss. Susanna 
had been instructed to put the men on their metal and this she did most effectively. However, all the guns 
shot reasonably and only a few of the clays escaped to live another day (except on one stand when the guns 
were perched on a platform with the birds going away from left and right and being effected by a strong wind 
(anyway, that was our excuse). Everyone agreed that it had been an excellent few hours. Two of the putative 
team were not able to attend and the team Captain will have to make a tough decision as to the selection for 
the final four man team for the competition on the 20th of May. Unless three more willing volunteers who have 
handled a shotgun before and want to experience a great day of clay pigeon shooting are willing to form a 
second team. If so, please contact Roddy Morriss.                                                   Past Master Roddy Morriss                                                                                                                    



HRH THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH DRIVING GLOVES ACQUIRED  

 
 The ‘4 in Hand’ gloves presented to HRH The Duke of Edinburgh in 
1997 and now returned to the Glove Collection Trust after (much) use 

As many Liverymen will know, the Duke 
of Edinburgh is not only a good 
horseman but is also passionately 
interested in ‘4 in Hand’  carriage 
driving. This is a very skillful equestian 
sport, requiring not only knowledge of 
your four horses, but very quick thinking 
and not a little stamina. Gloves are an 
essential piece of equipment. 
Early in 1997, Liveryman David Bennett, 
in his capacity as chairmen of the then 
Glove Trade Liaison Committee, 
received a request for 2 pairs of gloves 
for Prince Philip to use for recreation 
and competitions. On 6th March 1977  
Liverymen Les Winfield of Alwyn Gloves 
of Worcester was instructed to make up 
2 pairs from deer skin from the Balmoral 
Estate prepared by Pittards of Yeovil.  
Les did this, sewn prixseam with quirks 
(small diamond inserts at the base of the 

fingers) and fourchettes (gussets down the side of the fingers) with 3 decorative ‘points’ on the backs. There 
were also velcro wrist straps to provide secure but easy on/off fastenings. These gloves were taken to 
Buckingham Palace during th summer of 1997 by the Master, Michael Down and Immdeiate Past Master Alan 
Fishman. On 13th March 20013 they were returned to the Clerk, Monique Hood, with a letter of thanks saying 
how much His Royal Highness had liked them and put them to good use. Their condition endorses that and 
they will now form part of our historic glove collection at Bath.                         Past Assistant Douglas Sweet 

 

 


