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FOREWORD BY THE MASTER 
It is hard to imagine that I am already close to half way through my tenure as Master. A busy schedule 
certainly makes for a swift passage of time and the last few months have been no exception.  I was delighted 
to see so many members of the Company at the first Livery lunch of the year at Stationers’ Hall – 190 in all 
(with guests) and another most entertaining talk from HH Gavyn Arthur.  You will read more about our trip 
to Westminster Abbey and our latest endeavours in the annual pancake race. The Wardens and I also paid a 
visit to Dents for the visit of HRH The Duchess of Cornwall about which you can read more later in this edition. 
I am also delighted that since the last newsletter we were able to welcome 4 new Liverymen (Felicity 
Chadwick-Histed, Sandra Jones, Jane Marshall and Martha Walker) as well as 5 Freemen (Christine Heald, 
Andrew Hicks, Paul Holder, Steve Marsh and Katharine Ray). 
Looking forward, we have a full summer of events coming up including Common Hall and dinner at Saddlers’ 
Hall on 14th April; if you haven’t booked in yet I know we can take late applications up until 3rd April so please 
try to come as I would be delighted to hear your views on a number of issues.  Further out we have dinner 
with the Regiment, a social visit to Dents and the American Museum in Bath and hopefully some successful 
sport for our golf and clay pigeon shooting teams. A warm and enjoyable spring to you all. 
 

THE MASTER MEETS HRH THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL 
 

 
The Master Glover, with HRH The Duchess of Cornwall 
during her recent visit to Dents of Warminster for the 
presentation of Long Service  Awards. 

The Master Glover, accompanied by the Wardens, visited 
Dents of Warminster for the visit of HRH the Duchess of 
Cornwall and to take part in the presentation of Long Service 
awards to members of the staff and industry on Tuesday 24th 
February 2015.  Awards ranged from 10 years (Ruby the dog) 
to 65 years.  Included in those receiving certificates were the 
Chairman of Dents, Past Assistant Robert Yentob and Past 
Assistant Douglas Sweet, the latter whose award recognised 
over 60 years service. The whole visit was masterminded by 
Dents CEO and Liveryman Deborah Moore who has to be 
commended for a truly memorable event. Natalie Perrett of 
Dents also provided great support with the arrangements. 
Liveryman Lisa Page had made a liver birthday cake for 
Deborahs dog Ruby and not surprisingly it was the photo of 
the Duchess presenting this to the dog which made all the 
headlines and photos in the press. 
 

 
The Master introduces HRH The Duchess of Cornwall to Jonathan and 
Debbie Crossman with Alvan Seth-Smith and Michael Orr looking on. 

 



 
THE VISIT OF HRH THE DUCHESS OF CORNWALL 

  

 
HRH The Duchess of Cornwall presents a certificate of Long Service to Past Assistant Douglas Sweet. HRH The Duchess 
of Cornwall with Past Assistant Robert Yentob. The staff at Dents along with the Master and Wardens wave farewell. 



 

LIVERY LUNCH AT STATIONERS’ HALL 

  

190 Liverymen and their guests sat down to enjoy lunch at the first Company event of the year held 
in the magnificent surroundings of Stationers’ Hall.  The Guest of Honour was His Honour Judge Sir 
Gavyn Arthur. 
 

THE ANNUAL PANCAKE RACE  
The Annual Pancake Race took place this 
year in the Guildhall Yard on Shrove Tuesday 
17th February. The team entry was organised 
by the Renter Warden Michael Orr. The 
Master Ann Esslemont was in attendance as 
Sports Consultant and Chief Cheer-leader. 
The team comprised Michael Orr (Captain 
on behalf of the Master), Mrs. Valerie 
Dadson (Lady Representative), T. Richard 
Morris (Representing Liverymen) and 
Liveryman Ian Kenyon (Fancy Dress Section). 
The Glovers Livery Company provided the 
gloves for this spectacular and enjoyable 
event, which was blessed by sunny and dry 
weather. The competitors had a frying pan 
and, of course, a pancake that was meant to 
be tossed twice during each race. These 
were keenly fought fun-races, which 
provided much entertainment for the 
spectators. Our brave Glovers each had 
great style. In addition, Ian Kenyon was 
second overall in the pancake race in the 
Fancy Dress Section.   Lunch was held in the 

 
The Master having just delivered her pre-race pep talk to the team; 
Richard Morris, Valerie Dadson, Michael Orr and Ian Kenyon. 

Crypts at Guildhall. The Master also thanks Michael Orr for organising the event and also our courageous team 
of athletes. Thanks also go to those members of the Company who came to lend vocal support.                                                
Michael Hudson      

 



 

SOCIAL VISIT TO WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

 
Members of the Company during the visit to Westminster Abbey and to view the Vestments 

 
    The Master showing members of the Company the Vestments 

On the 2nd March the Glovers had a fantastic 
tour of Westminster Abbey headed by two 
Abbey Vergers, Ben and Cath.  The tour was 
impeccably organised as always by Daphne 
Cave. We were especially privileged to be taken 
into the Shrine of Edward the Confessor and 
throughout the Abbey to see the visible relics in 
England’s premier church or “Royal Peculiar of 
our uniquely long history, stretching from the 
death of Edward the Confessor” in 1066, right 
up to the present day; as one guide said “a tour 
of 900 years in 93 minutes”. For someone who 
is interested in English history, not only are 
there many tombs of England’s kings, but there 
is even the evidence of why the English can 
celebrate the 750th anniversary of our first 
Parliament this year in the walls of the 
Abbey.  You can see where Henry III ran out of 
money to build his horrendously expensive re-
modelled Westminster Abbey.  His attempt to 
raise more taxes, led to Simon de Montfort’s 
revolt  and the  summoning  of the first English  

Parliament on 20th January 1265.  This took place in the Chapter House of the Abbey which can still be visited.  The 
Glovers were also able To touch the tomb of Henry III, the King whose extravagance led to the “Mother of 
Parliaments”! The Glovers’ party then had an enjoyable lunch in the crypt of St John’s in Smith’s Square before 
returning to the Abbey Cloisters for a fascinating tour guided by our Master, Ann Esslemont, who is a volunteer 
restorer of the Abbey’s “vestments”.   It is no exaggeration at all to say that the vestments at Westminster Abbey 
are works of art in themselves and Ann’s enthusiasm, skill and interest in maintaining the Abbey’s exceptionally 
large and impressive collection was vividly communicated to us all. The Master then led us down into one of the 
crypts of the Abbey itself for a unique and especially privileged viewing of the most precious of the Abbey’s 
collection of vestments, including the robes created on the restoration of the monarchy in 1660 for King Charles 
II’s coronation.  It is no exaggeration to say that these robes are amongst the most exquisitely embroidered 
historic clothes in the world.  It is also no exaggeration to say that to be shown them by a real enthusiast, our 
Master, was a uniquely interesting privilege and is a perfect advertisement for what astonishing access to so many 
interesting and enjoyable occasions that the Glovers do provide!                                                 Robin Tilbrook                                                        



 

  LIVERYMAN PETER LODDER 
Congratulations to Liveryman Peter Lodder QC 
who was appointed a Senior Circuit Judge in 
January 2015, deployed to the South Eastern 
Circuit, to serve as Resident Judge at Kingston-
Upon-Thames Crown Court. 

  DON’T FORGET THE REGIMENTAL 
 DINNER ON THU 23RD  APRIL 2015 

    Book through Richard Morris      
    morris663@btinternet.com 

 

THE SHIRE HORSE SHOW 
 

A dull cold day did not deter a score of Liverymen and guests from having a thoroughly enjoyable time at the 
Shire Horse Society’s National Show held at Arena UK, Allington, just North of Grantham.  The Show is a most 
enjoyable event made more so as the Glovers were in the VIP area with members of the Farriers Livery Company 
and with expert information provided by Liveryman Betty Peacock and her husband John   - both of whom are 
judges in the Horse world, on hand to answer our many questions no one could fail to have a wonderful time. 
During the two day programme the Master presented Gloves to the Winners in several classes on the Saturday 
and Sunday.  The Master Glover has presented gloves at this event for many years, a fact that caused Past Master 
David Antill, (Master in 1977) to reminisce about his time as Master of the Company. It was a delight to have 
David and his wife, Patricia join the party on Saturday. 
Heartfelt thanks go to Betty Peacock and her team for making us very welcome whilst being so involved in 
running the whole event, it was much appreciated. 

 

  
The finer points being explained to the Master by Past Master David Antill.  The Master making friends. The Master 
leaves the field of Play after being ‘red carded’ for giving polos to the competitors. Betty Peacock and the Master 
with Sally Horrell. 

mailto:morris663@btinternet.com


 

 

THE MASTER GREETS NEW LIVERYMEN AND FREEMEN

The Master with new Liverymen: Sandra Jones, Jane 
Marshall, Martha Walker and Felicity Chadwick-Histed 
at the Court Meeting at Stationers’ Hall on 10th February. 

The Master and Wardens with new Freemen: Steve Marsh, 
Katharine Ray, Andrew Hicks and Christine Heald at the 
Wardens Meeting at Cutlers’ Hall on 10th March. 

UNITED GUILDS SERVICE FOLLOWED  
BY LUNCHEON AT INNHOLDERS’ HALL 

 

The Master, Mrs Ann Esslemont, together with 
29 Glovers and their guests attended the 73rd 

Service of the United Guilds of the City of 
London. The origin of the service derives from 
a meeting held in February 1943 of the Prime 
Wardens of the Twelve Great Livery 
Companies. It was decided to hold the first 
service in St Paul’s Cathedral for the Livery 
Companies and Guilds of the City of London 
in order to lift the spirits of the City following 
the destructive Blitz during the Second World 
War. The link between Christianity and the role 
of the City is important and so the service has 
become an annual event, which enables all of 
the Companies and Guilds to worship 
together. The Cathedral Choir directed by 
Andrew Carwood includes a chorister who is 
supported by our own Company.   Our sincere 
thanks  go to  the Master Innholder,  his Clerk   
and all the  staff (and of course the Beadle John 
Cash) for allowing the Company to join them.                           
Michael Hudson 
 

Innholders: A most welcoming and friendly Hall.  29 Glovers and 
their guests enjoyed lunch following the Service at St Paul’s. 

DISCOVERIES AT THE MUSEUM OF LEATHERCRAFT 
Liverymen Professor Mike Redwood is a trustee of the Museum of Leathercraft at Abington Park near                                   
Northampton.  The Museum has recently received two large grants from the Lottery Heritage Fund and the                          
Leathersellers Company which has made it possible to employ a full time Interpretation Officer, Philip Warner,              
who has begun the task of exploring the museum's collections which have long been in storage and making                  
them better known to the public. He found a large collection of gloves and Mike Redwood was asked to find              
some Glovers' Company expertise to assess the value of the gloves. On 3rd March he was joined by Past                    
Assistant Douglas Sweet and Liveryman Yvette Fletcher. The Renter Warden was fortunate to join them and              
learn from Mike, Douglas and Yvonne as they examined these historic gloves. 
The Museum was for many years part of the Guildhall Museum at the Royal Exchange and it seems that the                          
leathery liveries contributed to the collection.  Many gloves were catalogued as the gift of the Glovers'                                  



Company and they include items from the Spence Collection. There was even a single glove whose pair is in           
the Fashion Museum in Bath.   
 The Trustees of the Museum plan to re-launch the Museum over the next few years and the gloves in the                          
collection will be a vital part of the new displays. There is still a great deal of work to be done to identify,                             
conserve and display items but the Museum is undoubtedly a significant part of our heritage.  A visit is being           
planned for the 2016 social calendar when members of the company will be able to see these gloves in context  
with many other impressive examples of Leathercraft.                                                                      Michael Orr 
 

  

  
Exhibits at the Museum of Leathercraft, visited by the Renter Warden Michael Orr with Liveryman Professor Mike             
Redwood, Past Assistant Douglas Sweet and Liveryman Yvette Fletcher 
 
 

 

 

 

 


