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FOREWORD BY THE MASTER 
Dear Glovers,  
 
February and March have been very busy months but it is not difficult to select the highlights of the Master’s 
programme. Aschermittwok was a chance to re-visit Basel and our friends in the Safran Guild. The hospitality 
of the Guild was overwhelming and greatly enjoyed by Past Master Roddy Morriss, First Under Warden Alvan 
Seth-Smith and myself. We are very grateful to Michael Geiger, the Meister of the Safran Guild, and Glovers 
Liverymen Lukas Stutz and Micky Kessler for making us feel so welcome. 
Gabriele Stutz very kindly arranged a programme 
for our wives allowing them to explore Basel while 
we were working hard with knife and fork or glass 
in hand. On March 10 the Mistress and I attended 
the Lord Mayor’s Banquet for Masters, Prime 
Wardens and Upper Bailiff and their consorts in the 
Mansion House. It was an occasion worthy of the 
splendid setting and it was interesting that in his 
speech the Lord Mayor laid great emphasis on the 
importance of the City engaging with young people 
as mentors and changing their expectations in life. 
I am sure this will be a growing theme for livery 
companies and intend to discuss how the Glovers 
can contribute during Common Hall next month. 
Then a week ago I was in Faslane with the Renter 
and First Under Warden and Assistant Richard 
Morris (linkman for our armed forces affiliates) to 
attend the commissioning ceremony for HMS 
Artful. We have watched Artful’s progress for some 
years and she is now ready for her final sea trials. 

 
The Master and Mistress Glover, presenting gloves 
to competitors  

 

   Once they are complete, Commander Stuart 
Armstrong and the ship’s company, will be ready to 
invite us to visit them in Faslane, which will allow 
more liverymen to follow us and squeeze 
themselves “down the boat” and marvel at the 
technology on display and the narrow bunk spaces. 
Twenty four hours later, the Renter Warden and I, 
with our wives, joined other Glovers for our annual 
visit to the Shire Horse Show. Only a Livery 
Company could provide that sort of contrast! The 
technology on show at Stafford may not be so 
futuristic as on Artful but the same level of 
dedication to the task could be seen in both places. 
We were very well looked after by Liveryman Betty 
Peacock. We look forward to welcoming John and 
Betty Peacock to a Glovers’ event in their roles as 
Master and Mistress of the Farriers’ Company after 
September. Jane and I wish you a Happy Easter and 
look forward to seeing you in the near future. 
 

 
 
 



GOLDEN GLOVE AWARDS DINNER AT  
HABERDASHERS’ HALL 

 

On 2nd February 2016 178 members of the Company 
and their guests gathered at Haberdashers’ Hall for the 
first formal Livery event of the year and specifically to 
celebrate the award of the Golden Glove.   
The award is only made when a worthy candidate is 
identifed and is given for innovation in glove design.  
But after a lean period 2015/16 threw up 2 most worthy 
recipients; both coincidently members of the Company. 
The Award was shared by Liveryman Leslie Blustin of 
Polyco Ltd and Past Assistant David Bennett of Bennett 
Safetyware.  
On this occasion the tradition of lunching was broken 
and the Company enjoyed an excellent dinner.  The 
guest of Honour was Rt Hon Keith Simpson MP who was 
accompanied by his wife Pepi. The Masters of the 
Apothocaries, Plaisterers, Cordwainers of York and 
Fellmongers of Richmond were also present. 

The Company’s bursar from King Edwards School 
Witley, Rudo Dube was present and the Company 
were delighted to have a Guard of Honour provided 
by the Company’s recently adopted 467 (Barnet) Unit 
St John Ambulance Unit. A conversation between one 
of the cadets and the guest of a Liveryman led to the 
cadet being offered a week of job experience; an 
outcome which sits at the core of what the Company 
seeks to achieve in its relationship with cadets and 
bursars. 
Music on the piano  was provided by Edward Dye Esq. 
 
 
 
   

  

  
 

https://philmccarthyphotography.smugmug.com/Other-8/Court-Dinner-Haberdashers-Hall/i-fCp64C3
https://philmccarthyphotography.smugmug.com/Other-8/Court-Dinner-Haberdashers-Hall/i-7kpPwhd
https://philmccarthyphotography.smugmug.com/Other-8/Court-Dinner-Haberdashers-Hall/i-KtRgSnX
https://philmccarthyphotography.smugmug.com/Other-8/Court-Dinner-Haberdashers-Hall/i-mrSvpfx


GLOVES FOR SOUTH SUDAN 
Following the troubles, which started in December 2013, a new mandate has placed greater emphasis on the 
Protection of Civilians.  In this new mandate, a number of critical additional tasks were given to UNMISS: to 
protect civilians under threat of physical violence; To deter violence against civilians, especially through proactive 
deployment and active patrolling; To maintain public safety and security within and of UNMISS Protection of 
Civilians (POC) sites. 
UNMISS currently protects over 200,000 
people living in POC sites throughout the 
country.  The POC site in Bentiu is home to 
over 120,000 people (photo attached), which 
makes it the second largest concentration of 
people (city) in South Sudan.  The Bentiu 
POC site has a 10km protective perimeter 
that requires constant maintenance to 
ensure the safety of the occupants.  When 
the Worshipful Company of Glovers heard 
about this a member of the Company, 
Glover David Bennett (Managing Director of 
Bennett Safetywear Ltd) contacted Glover 
Lieutenant Colonel Paul Holder (Chief of 
Operations in UNMISS) to offer support.  50 
sets of protective gloves were dispatched to 
South Sudan, and were immediately issued 
to the engineers charged with the upkeep of 
the protective perimeters.   

 
Gloves donated by the Company being put to good use by the UN 

In a statement, the Director of Mission Support, Ms. Stephani Sheer, thanked the Worshipful Company of Glovers, 
for a significant and most generous contribution to protecting people in the Protection of Civilian sites, and 
making a lasting difference.                                                                                                 Liveryman Paul Holder 

VISIT TO HMS ARTFUL 
The Glovers' Company was fortunate a few years ago to have been chosen by the Royal Navy to be affiliated to 
a outstanding example of British naval engineering, HMS Artful, the third in the Astute class of seven nuclear-
powered hunter-killer submarines. Artful is the first submarine to be fitted with the Common Combat System, 
regarded as the digital 'brain' of the boat.  
On Friday 18 March the Master, accompanied by the Renter and First Under Wardens and by Richard Morris, 
Military Affiliates Officer, attended the Commissioning Ceremony on the Valiant Jetty at HM Naval Base Clyde. 
Among many guests and family members, there were four representatives from the W C of Glass Sellers, which 
shares the affiliation. 
After a march past by the crew, over a 
hundred strong, to rousing music played by 
the Band of the Royal Marines, Scotland, 
there was a short service conducted by the 
Chaplain of the Fleet. All present sang the 
Naval Hymn Eternal Father, strong to 
save. The captain, Commander Stuart 
Armstrong, then spoke proudly of the boat's 
capabilities, her successful sea trials and her 
"beating heart in the form the Ship's 
Company - outstanding to a man". 
Finally HMS Artful was formally brought into 
the service of the Royal Navy by her sponsor 
Lady Amanda Zambellas, wife of the First Sea 
Lord Admiral Sir George Zambellas.  
After a reception in the Warrant Officers' 
Mess, during which Lady Zambellas and the 

 
HMS Artful hard at work 

youngest sailor cut a cake  with a sword, the Glovers and Glass Sellers were escorted back onto a coach to return 
them to the jetty to tour the submarine.  
Lt Cdr Oliver Morrow, our affiliation liaison officer, was the guide, taking the City-suited Liverymen to all levels of 
HMS Artful, including the lowest deck where the Tomahawk land attack missiles and Spearfish torpedoes would 
be stored. Although there was a bunk for every sailor, every inch was utilised and the only element of comfort 
was the captain's chair in the control room.  
The Glovers felt enormously privileged to have attended the Commissioning and to have visited such an 
impressive and technologically advanced asset to the nation's defence. Eleven years after its keel was laid in the 
Devonshire Hall in Barrow-in-Furness Shipyard, the boat was now clearly ready to fulfil its motto Marte et Ingenio, 
'By Arms and Artfulness'.                                                                             First Under Warden Alvan Seth-Smith 
 

 



VISIT TO THE CHAMBERLAIN’S COURT 
The Membership Committee are keen to ensure that the newer members of the Livery are welcomed and begin 
to enjoy the company of their fellow Liverymen. Therefore a series of smaller and low key events are being 
planned to meet them and provide some insight into the Glovers or the City or both. This initiative is being run by 
the Membership Committee in response in part to the comments at Common Hall last year. The first visit was to 
the Chamberlain's Court on 23rd March 2016 and we had the undivided attention of Murray Craig, the Clerk to 
the Chamberlain's court - or should I say he had our undivided attention. We have all stood before him in order 
to receive our Freedom of the City and so it was good to revisit the Court room without the terror of the tongue 
twisting Freeman's oath. Murray has a fund of stories and whether it was the oldest youngest freeman in the 
guise of Sir Nicholas Winton (personally known to Assistant Richard Morris who was present with his Apprentice) 

  
LEFT: The Master with the Clerk to the Chamberlain, Murray Craig, and the presentation gloves. RIGHT: Past Master 
Alison Gowman and Past Assistant Wendy Craig presenting a more usable pair to Murray Craig. 

or the dulcet tones of Dame Judi Dench closely followed by the  animated Dame Joan Collins at the Glovers' 
banquet in 2014.  We had a good chance to look around his store items of note and of Livery relevance. We were 
especially keen to see the gloves of Past Master Alison Gowman on proper display as the gift of the Livery to the 
Chamberlain's Court. After this speech we adjourned for drinks and refreshments whilst Past Assistant Wendy 
Mead told us all about her election as Sheriff with its many twists and turns and her year in office during the 
Olympics.  We have such an interesting group of Liverymen who all learned more about the City, the Glovers 
and each other. Thanks are due to Past Masters Alison Gowman and Ann Esslemont and Second Under Warden 
Rodney Jagelman - not to mention Murray Craig and Past Assistant Wendy Mead. 

 

THE COMPANY WELCOMES  
5 NEW MEMBERS OF THE LIVERY 

     
   Liverymen Sonja Jenkins, Lindsey Riley, Philip Somervail, Jeremy Crossley and new Companion Rosemary Sweet. 
 
 

https://philmccarthyphotography.smugmug.com/Other-8/Court-Dinner-Haberdashers-Hall/i-DTJkHJp
https://philmccarthyphotography.smugmug.com/Other-8/Court-Dinner-Haberdashers-Hall/i-cKVQPZv
https://philmccarthyphotography.smugmug.com/Other-8/Court-Dinner-Haberdashers-Hall/i-Q6TvpK9
https://philmccarthyphotography.smugmug.com/Other-8/Court-Dinner-Haberdashers-Hall/i-3XjZKfX


THE COMPANY WELCOME 3 NEW FREEMEN 

 
The Master and Wardens were delighted to welcome 3 new Freemen to the Company at a ceremony held at Cutlers’ 
Hall on 5th March 2016. Standing with the Master and wardens are Mike Gorman, Paul Haynes and Matthew Taylor. 

NEW ACQUISITIONS BY GLOVE COLLECTION TRUST 

  

Utility clothing was introduced in 1941 hence the 
important label or marking CC41 which was to be 
printed on or attached to all cloth, clothing and 
leatherwork. Gloves were included in the scheme 
from September 1942 and continued to be so until 
March 1952. We do not have many examples of 
this period of gloves and even fewer children’s 
gloves. Again (RIGHT) another pair of utility gloves 
from the 1940s, this time beige and again showing 
that clothing was not always austere. If you want to 
see more of the Collection please go to our web 
page www.glovecollectioncatalogue.org 

As an attempt to whet your appetite for our Collection, you will be aware that we have a section of the Collection 
designated The Masters’ Collection in which we have gloves given by various Past Masters at our annual Banquet 
and I am hoping that we will be able to show this collection to you at the forthcoming Common Hall and Livery 
Only lunch. In addition we may have a few pairs of gloves that we think were given at a Banquet but we do not 
know by whom. Can you help us identify these I wonder? See you in April.                            PM Keith Ebsworth 
                  

CITY BRIEFINGS - DATES FOR 2016/17 
These are aimed particularly at new Liverymen and Freemen; partners are also welcome, as are Court 
Assistants and Liverymen of longer standing, who have not previously been to a Briefing, who are also 
encouraged to attend. 
They give a short introduction to the work of the Corporation, especially the relationship with the livery 
companies. The presentation is given by an Assistant Town Clerk and a member of the Livery Committee. There 
is opportunity to ask questions of the speakers and the Briefing is followed by a light finger buffet, which provides 
the chance to mix with other Liverymen and Freemen. There is a non-refundable charge of £20 per person for 
the course. There are four Briefings a year held on the dates listed below. Once you have selected and applied 
for one of the Briefings, you will be able to change the date and carry your payment forward, providing 10 days 
notice is given. 

 Forthcoming dates are:  Wed 5 Oct16, Wed 2 Nov16, Wed 8 Feb17, Tue 10 Oct7 and Mon 6 Nov17.  
 To book or find more details go to: http://www.liverycommitteecourses.org/city-briefings.php 

 

http://www.glovecollectioncatalogue.org/
http://www.liverycommitteecourses.org/city-briefings.php


 

THE ANNUAL PANCAKE RACE 
Each year the Worshipful Company of Poulters organises the Inter-Livery Pancake Races on Shrove Tuesday in 
Guildhall Yard.  Originally the pancake races between food orientated livery companies, it has spread in 
popularity.  The participants and spectators were welcomed by a bright blue sky and sunshine, thankfully Storm 
Imogen had done its worse the day before and left us to enjoy the day. 
There was a large gathering of Masters and liverymen in their gowns.  Donned in hat, gloves and apron they ran 
with the iron frying pan and pancake, stopped, tossed the pancake, ran, stopped and tossed again without any 
item of their attire being lost.   What a splendid sight it was.  Family and friends cheering, office workers stopping 
to find out what was going on and the accidental tourists looking on in amazement.  This is where our supporters 
come to the fore by explaining patiently to the outsiders that one of this year’s 44 participating livery teams 
would want their Worshipful Company’s name engraved onto the coveted copper frying pan. 
 

 
The Team of Steve Marsh, Lieselotte Burdorf-Cook and 
Malcolm Freeman with Team Coach Daphne Cave.   
 The Worshipful Company of Poulters organised the 
races, the Worshipful Company of Glovers provided 
the gloves, and the Worshipful Company of 
Gunmakers started off the races with a loud bang 
from their magnificent brass cannon.  Each year we 
are warned how loud it is, but we still all jump when 
the cannon goes off.  The Worshipful Company of 
Clockmakers provided the Clock and Chief Time 
Keeper.   The Cook and Butler made the pancakes 
for the races and provided the hats and aprons.  
They also ran a stall for beverages and pancakes to 
be enjoyed by the spectators, the runners being too 
focussed on the task in hand to think of food. Having 
set the scene, we now come to the serious part of 
the fun day.  This year Steve Marsh (Liverymen), 
Malcolm Freeman (Novelty) and Lieselotte Burdorf-
Cook (Ladies) represented the Glovers, supported 
and cheered on by the Clerk, the Beadle Daphne 
Cave and others.  The aim of the team was to win 
their individual heat, get into the final and win the 

 
The prefect flip: Lieselotte Burdorf-Cook in action 

last race in order to have the Glovers name engraved again on the copper pan.   Alas, it did not go quite to plan – 
they did not win the races on this occasion.  Calling all volunteers for next year’s races - you would not want to 
miss the great opportunity to obtain glory for the Glovers!  
The G team ran their race with great determination, enormous enthusiasm and flawless execution.  At an 
international sporting event, this would have scored the team 9.5 points for artistic content and 5 points for 
technical content.  Everyone arrived at the finish line with a big smile on their faces, no injuries and no 
disqualifications.  That is success! 
The fun day concluded with a splendid lunch in the Guildhall crypt.  This is one social gathering you would not 
want to miss, not least because of the much sought after commemorative mug you can take home.  

Lieselotte Burdorf-Cook 
 
 
 
 
 



ASH WEDNESDAY 
THE TRADITIONAL VISIT OF THE MASTER GLOVER TO THE SAFRAN ZUNFT, BASEL 

This year, the traditional invitation to the Master Glover to attend the Safran Zunft celebrations of Ashermittwoch 
written by hand in exquisite copper plate, was received in January. The invitation was extended to two others and 
their partners (although partners are excused the opportunity of enjoying seven hours of eating and drinking 
with the occasional speech (in Schwyzerdütsch) between every course; unless the pipes and drums are playing or 
the initiates are imbibing a small amount of wine). The Master and Jane, the 1st Under Warden and Rowena with 
PM Roddy Morriss as LO and Susanna gratefully accepted and arrived in Basel on the afternoon of Tuesday the 
9th of February and, that evening, hosted a dinner for the Meister, Michael Geiger, and Past Meisters Mickey Kessler 
and Lucas Stutz with the lovely Gabrielle. It was Gabrielle who, the next day, took the ladies in hand, first to a 
Beethoven concert at the Elizabeth Kirch and then, after a gourmet lunch, an exhibition of 1920’s fashion at the 
museum of musical instruments through the ages. After which to the Confiserie Schiesser, which is still serving 
the best Kaffee und Küken as when it was established in 1870. I believe the prospect of Lent went out of the 
window when the ladies encountered the enticing display of the finest Swiss chocolates. 

    
                                           The Schiff Alvan Seth-Smith enjoying Swiss hospitality 
Wednesday morning was relaxed with a leisurely stroll into town to also visit the Confiserie Schiesser before 
making our way to the Safran Zunfstuben where, at precisely 12.00 hrs the Master’s party was individually 
announced and ushered in to a select room of VIPs to be introduced to the Meister and a glass of best Swiss 
white wine (the first of just a few). At 12.30 the Meister, followed by his guests processed into the main hall, 
accompanied by the band playing, amongst other tunes, the British Grenadiers. (For those who have not had the 
experience of visiting the Safran Zunft, theirs is a magnificent grand hall with a wooden triple curved ceiling and 
beams, some 23 meters long and sitting 300, with a masterly painting at one end depicting giant bales of the 
guild’s Saffron being brought in to town by a team of horses). The Master is seated to the right of the Meister on 
the top table close to the Glovers stained glass window. Alvan and Roddy are placed by Lukas Stutz and other 
old friends from the Guild. After the first course of fish, the Meister takes wine with his guests and pipes and 
drums give us the first of their rousing paeans. Soup follows and the Meister introduces each of his guests. I 
recognise our Master amongst the plaudits. After the main course the speeches are delivered fast and furiously, 
given by each of the principal guests. Many are obviously hilarious and our own Master dipped his toe into the 
German language but wisely retreated to English, which was equally well received. The Zunft male voice (could 
there be anything else) choir gave a splendid rendition of well-known Basel songs before we delved into the 
pudding. Nearing the end of lunch (well, it was nearly 5.30), the area in front of the Meister was cleared in 
preparation for the new Guild members. Silver goblets of various sizes were charged with wine. Pride of place 
was the Schiff (A silver galleon from which the superstructure has been removed and a litre of the best Swiss 
white wine has been added.) Only two candidates are paraded in and the first, offered a choice, selects a mere 
10 centilitre tumbler and, to the accompaniment of a drum, drains it. His accomplice, desirous to become a 
member of the pipes and drums, opts for the Schiff to wide acclaim and to the steady pace of the drum beat, 
gradually accelerating, downs the lot in one and is welcomed by the throng. 
The Hall prepares itself for its excursion to visit another Guild and the Pipes and Drums form up outside to lead 
the company around the town. Our ladies have broken off from their shopping and eating to grab a quick chat 
and observe the splendid array of just a little tipsy Guildsmen march off. The destination is the home of the 
Vintners (or equivalent) and we are plied with another glass and just a couple of speeches before venturing out 
to be shown the way home by our own music to enjoy another small meal and another couple of glasses before 
we go down stairs to the bar, hopefully, to unite with the ladies; only to hear that they have returned to the hotel. 
We scamper back and, at the hostelry opposite, have a last glass with the ladies. A good Malt goes down rather 
well at this time of night! We make our farewells and express our sincerest thanks to Lukas and Gabrielle and 
retire.                                                                                                                           Past Master Roddy Morriss 



LIVERYMAN NICHOLAS SHAW’S HISTORY PAGE 
 

Liveryman Nicholas Shaw has offered periodically to provide a little extra historical background to the Company.  On this 
first occasion Nicholas has unearthed an interesting story behind the Master Glover of 100 years ago. 

 

Sir James Roll 1st Baronet 1846 – 1927 & Master Glover 1916-1917 
Alderman Sir James Roll died on Sunday, 30th January 1927, aged 80 years of age.  He was the youngest son of 
Mr Nathaniel Roll and his wife Emma Roll née Gilding and was born on 9th December 1846 at East Ruston, near 
Norwich.  His father was a tenant farmer in the same village. 
“His rise from humble circumstances to his present exalted 
position forms one of life’s romances.  Mr George Plummer, 
a retired wheelwright and carpenter, went to school with him.  
Education was an almost negligible thing in village life sixty 
odd years ago, and young Roll bade farewell to the little 
national school when he was about 12 to go to work on a 
neighbouring farm. 
Early in his teens, Alderman Roll left home for the ‘city paved 
with gold’.  Though he did not exactly set out with his bundle 
on his back, he and his belongings were taken by road to 
Yarmouth, where the journey to London was done by sea.  
Hard work at self-improvement and undaunted perseverance 
enabled him to overcome many of the drawbacks of his early 
schooling and he soon began his business career as a junior 
clerk in an insurance office.  It was his mother’s brother who 
encouraged him to come and work in an insurance office”. 
It was reported in the Eastern Daily Press on Friday 12 June 
1925, that Sir James and Lady Roll, formally opened the 
handsome village hall which he donated and presented to 
the inhabitants of East Ruston.  Villagers assembled in large 
numbers for the ceremony and Sir James and Lady Roll were 
accompanied by their son, Frederick Roll and his wife and 
also a past Lord Mayor of London, Sir Thomas Varsittart 
Bowater, and Colonel Sir J. Vansittart Bowater MP. He began 
his career as office boy to an agent of the Pearl Assurance 
Company, then in a modest way of business in the City, and 
by 1927 it was one of the largest organisations of its kind in 
the Kingdom.  He became one of the company’s agents in 
the north of England.   

 
Sir James Roll 1846 - 1927 

James Roll was appointed a district superintendent for the North then a Director in 1882 and Chairman of Pearl 
Assurance in 1892, a position which he held for over 20 years, retiring in 1916 after 50 years’ service, aged 70.  
He was a colourful character and it was alleged that he made fun of his fellow Directors at a meeting of the field 
staff in 1916.  As a result he resigned and was replaced by Francis Bowles.   
It was in 1916 that James Roll became Master of the Glovers Livery Company.  His mother Company was the 
Horners Livery Company. 
Mr P.J. Foley (Managing Director) encouraged James to seek election as a Corporator of the City of London in 
1903 and his municipal career began in 1903 when he was elected a Common Councilman for Bridge Ward; 
Sheriff  in which at Adelaide Place, London Bridge, the Pearl Assurance company’s headquarters were then 
situated.   
In 1909-10 he served the Shrievalty of the City, the Lord Mayor being Sir John Knill, 2nd Baronet.  During the year 
the position of Alderman of Billingsgate Ward fell vacant, and Mr Roll, after a contest with his Co-Sherriff, Mr 
Ralph Slazenger, was elected.  He became Lord Mayor in November, 1920.  In his year of office the Prince of 
Wales was entertained at Guildhall and gave an address on his visit to Australia and other Dominions overseas.  
Later in the year, first the Crown Prince of Japan and afterwards the King and Queen of Belgium visited the city 
and were welcomed by the Corporation.  Prince Henry, the King’s third son, took up the Freedom of the City by 
patrimony during the summer. 
In June, 1920, the King, accompanied by the Queen, visited the City to open the new Southwark Bridge.  At the 
close of his year of office, the Lord Mayor was made a baronet in November 1921.  Sir James Roll was a member 
of Glovers’, Horners’ Paviors’ and Carmen’s Companies, and in the Masonic world was a prominent Freemason 
and reached the craft rank of Past Grand Treasurer.  He was very fond of driving, and was a member of the Old 
Pickwick Coaching Club.  Sir James, as president of the club, was known as ‘Mr Pickwick’. He was also Chairman 
of Charles Webster Ltd and Chapman & son, Eastbourne Ltd. 
He married on 8th September 1867 to Emma, daughter of Mr James Gilding.  She survived him with two sons, 
who were both connected with the Pearl Assurance Company.  His funeral took place at the City of London 
Cemetery, Ilford on Friday February 4th 1927 and is buried in the City of London Cemetery and Crematorium, 
Aldersgate Road, Manor Park E12, Grave Reference 65635 square 64. He lived at the Chestnuts, Wanstead E.11, 
which is now a care home today.  
 
 



 

CHARITY PROJECTS ANNOUNCE NEW BURSAR 
The Chairman and members of the Charity Projects Committee are delighted to announce that the first bursar 
from the London College of Music has been identified. Callum Hurley is a second year student and is studying 
Musical Theatre. The committee wish him every good fortune and look forward to seeing more of him over the 

coming years. 
 

OBITUARIES 
LIVERYMAN JOHN CLARK 

Liveryman John Clark, the longest serving member of the Glovers having joined 
in 1952, died in Sherborne at the age of 99 on 5th February 2016. John was the 
son of a glovemaker and had spent almost his entire life in the Sherborne area 
having worked for many years in the village of Miborne Port for Thomas Ensor 
& Sons which was owned by another Gloving family from the area, Southcombes. 
In its hayday Ensor’s emplyed over 2,500 people. 
John remained very active right up to his 100th year and was a popular and 
wellknown character in Sherborne.  It is some testament to the man when at such 
a handsome age over 100 people attended his funeral at Sherborne Abbey 
amongst whom were the Master, Bill Southcombe and the Clerk. 
John was married 3 times and made widower twice. He married his widow Jenny 
in 2010 having previously been married to Olive and Lilian.  His son Charles gave 
the address. 

 

LIVERYMAN ROSEMARY McROBERT OBE 
The Company were belatedly informed of the death of Liveryman Rosemary McRobert on 20th January 2016.  
Rosemary had joined the Company in 1979. She was born in 1927 in Maymyo, Burma and worked variously in 
retail Trading Standards Institute as well as being a journalist and broadcaster on consumer subjects having at 
one time her own programme on the BCC in the early 1960’s.  Indeed, her association with consumer issues 
became a central theme in her life.  She was Chief Information Officer of the Consumer Council 54-63, the founder 
of Home Economics 57-63, adviser to the Department of Trade and Industry 71-73 and sat on the Board of the 
Post Office Review Committee.  For her contribution to public service she was made OBE.  

 

HOW TO GET YOUR COPY OF GLOVES & GLOVE-MAKING 
The book has been published by Shire Books and 
copies delivered to the Company. Each member is 
entitled to a free copy which will be distributed to 
members of the Livery when they attend a Company 
event. The first copies will be available at the Luncheon 
and Common Hall on 6 April when Mike Redwood will 
be on hand to sign copies.  
At Common Hall it will be possible to purchase 
additional copies of the book at £5 each up to an initial 
limit of 3 copies per liveryman. Cheques should be 
made payable to the Worshipful Company of Glovers 
of London.  
Those who are unable to attend Common Hall will be 
able to collect a copy and purchase additional copies 
at future events.  As we have no budget for postage the 
normal method of distribution for both free and 
purchased copies will be personal collection at a 
company event. If a member is unable to attend an 
event in the coming year, postage may be arranged on 
repayment of costs. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 


