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FOREWORD BY THE MASTER
Dear fellow Glovers.
It was a great privilege to be installed as Master Glover on 3 rd November and I would like to thank all the
Glovers and their guests who attended and helped to make the day such a special event. I am also very
grateful to the Immediate Past Master, Ann Esslemont, for her leadership of the Company in the past year
and for her advice and support during the handover of office. My admiration for Ann has increased immensely
as I have begun to understand the full range of the Master’s duties; the Glovers’ Calendar is just the starting
point.
The events which I have attended in November have been very varied but all rewarding in their own ways.
Within the Livery, the visit to the Museum of St John was very successfully organized by Daphne Cave and
besides seeing the Museum and socialising we were able to meet some of the very impressive young cadets
of the 467 Barnet St John Ambulance Cadet unit. Invitations to other Liveries have provided opportunities to
meet my fellow Masters and see how varied our traditions and customs are. The Pattenmakers’ Dinner
featured a Grace introduced by the Clerk blowing a long blast on a horn (…..just a thought, Mark).
It was a great privilege to represent the Glovers’ Company at the Silent Ceremony in Guildhall and at the
opening of a new building at Capel Manor College by HRH the Princess Royal. But the most thoughtprovoking event was the funeral of Liveryman Leslie Winfield in Worcester Cathedral. Les proudly claimed to
be the last man in Worcester who could make a pair of gloves from start to finish, from design, selection of
the skins, cutting out and sewing through to marketing and sales. His death reminds us how the British glove
business has changed but it continues to survive and thrive and as a Livery we are fortunate to be associated
with a trade which can command the dedication of people like Les.
Lastly, I hope to see many of you at the Red Cross Fair in Guildhall on 30 th November and 1st December and
Jane and I wish you all a Happy Christmas and a fortunate New Year.
Michael Orr, Master

THE INSTALLATION OF THE MASTER GLOVER
The 377th Master Glover, Mr Michael
Orr, was installed as Master on
Tuesday 3rd November 2015 at a
service held at the Church of St
Margaret Lothbury and which was
conducted by the Company
Honorary Chaplain, The Reverend
Prebendary Jeremy Crossley. The
Wardens were also installed
including the new 3rd Under
Warden, Liveryman Roger De
Courcey The church was filled to
capacity by Liverymen and guests
which included the Masters of The
Drapers, The Pattenmakers and The
Framework Knitters, The Carmen
and The World Traders. The Meister
The Master Glover, Mr Michael Orr is installed as Master by his predecessor,
of the Safran Guild of Basle also
Mrs Ann Esslemont and assisted by the Beadle Mr Paul Tredgett at a service
attended as a guest of the Glovers.
held at St Margaret Lothbury and attended by over 150 Liveryena and guests.
A luncheon was held at Drapers’ Hall and was attended by 210 members of the Livery and their guests.
Three speeches were made; the Renter Warden paid tribute to the retiring Master and thanked her for
the significant contribution and she had made during her tenure. The new Master presented her with
her Past Master’s badge and at the same time presented Mr Lee Brace with the Past Consort’s Badge
and a small gift on behalf of the Company in recognition of all the support he had provided throughout
the year. The Master took wine with the new Third Under Warden, Roger De Courcey, 2 new Court
Assistants; Daphne Cave and Clive Grimley, new Liveryman, Alexander Catto and new Apprentice,
Jamal Awolaja, all of whom had been installed or indentured at an earlier Court meeting.

IMAGES FROM THE INSTALLATION SERVICE & LUNCHEON

The Honorary Chaplain greets the newly installed Master and Mistress Glover at the exit to St Margaret Lothbury. The procession
back to Drapers’ Hall for the reception and lunch. The Master Glover and Mistress Glover with the Wardens and their wives
flanked by the Beadle and Clerk. The Master and Wardens. The Company taking lunch.

LUNCH FOLLOWING ELECTION OF THE LORD MAYOR

The Master Glover with Neil Jeffers, chief pilot of the
London Air Ambulance

The Master Mrs Ann Esslemont, together with Past
Masters, Wardens and Liverymen attended a
meeting in the Great Hall at Guildhall on 29th
September 2015. This traditional meeting
concerned the election of the next Lord Mayor and
gives the opportunity for the above attendees to
exercise their right to perform this civic duty.
Alderman the Lord Mountevans was duly elected
unopposed. This election was followed by luncheon
for Glovers and their guests (making a total of 41
participants) at the Guildhall Club. We were
fortunate in having an instructive and entertaining
talk by Captain Neil Jeffers, who is the Chief Pilot
for London’s Air Ambulance, a charity which
provides emergency advanced trauma teams to
people critically injured in London. In effect, the
helicopter rapidly takes a hospital service to the
required location at which the patient is provided
with first class medical treatment. There are two
pilots on board who are able to help with the
medical aspects of the service.

THE GLOVES ARE ON AT PROVIDENCE ROW
Gardening gloves donated by the Worshipful Company of Glovers arrived to support Providence Row’s brand
new Gardening Trainee Scheme (launched last month) that takes place on their urban rooftop kitchen garden.
A short time ago the homeless charity hit on the idea of transforming a vast under-used roof top space into a
kitchen garden and place of learning. Taking delivery of garden beds of all shapes and sizes made up from
reclaimed decking and pallets, the vegetable, fruit and herb digging in began in earnest in May.
The Gardening Trainee Scheme is just the latest of Providence Row’s training schemes created to overlap with its
vital support services to the homeless, rough sleepers and those with mental health or substance misuse issues.
today overlooking Brick Lane the garden grows an enormous variety of peppers, squashes, tomatoes, chard and
other more exotic veg. Crops are lovingly tended by the charity’s clients and scheme volunteers - all will protected
by gardening gloves from now on. The rooftop produce supplies the Centre’s own kitchen where around 30-50
people coming in off the streets daily enjoy nutritious meals.

YOUR MONEY GOING TO GOOD USE
The Glovers have received a wonderful write
up from ‘Meningitis Now’ Read the article
later in this newsletter to read more about
how your money is spent but also Click on
the hyperlink below to read the tribute.
https://www.meningitisnow.org/support-us/newscentre/news-stories/true-hearts-and-warm-hands/

LIVERYMAN IAN DYSON
Congratulations to Liveryman Ian Dyson who
has been appointed as the new Commissioner
for the City of London Police from January 2016.
Ian is currently the Assistant Commissioner and
was appointed as the Commissioner following a
competitive interview that included appearing
in camera before the whole Court of Common
Council (125 people). We look forward to
seeing him resplendent in his new uniform next
year and wish him well in taking forward the
huge responsibility and honour of such a wellrespected Police force.

DON’T FORGET TO SUPPORT THE GLOVERS STALL AT THE RED CROSS MARKET ON
30TH NOVEMBER-1ST DECEMEBER
CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION AND PREVIEW 30TH NOVEMBER (£30) AND MARKET (£5) ON 1ST DECEMBER

3 NEW FREEMEN JOIN THE COMPANY

3 new Freemen joined the Company at a short ceremony during a meeting of the Wardens held at Cutlers’ Hall on
13th October 2015. The Master welcomed Mr Philip Somervail, Mrs Lindsey Riley and Mrs Sonja Jenkins

THE COMPANY WELCOMES A NEW LIVERYMAN AND
NEW APPRENTICE

The Master and Wardens were delighted to welcome two new members of the Company during the
Installation Court on Tuesday 3rd November 2015. Liveryman Alex Catto, photographed with his wife
Mary was clothed in the Livery whilst Jamal Awolaja, photographed with his mother Flora, was
indentured as apprentice to Assistant Richard Morris

THE MANSION HOUSE BANQUET – 7TH OCTOBER

The annual banquet at the Mansion House was another great success. The guest of Honour was The Lord
Chief Justice of England and Wales who was accompanied by his wife, Lady Thomas. The Company were also
honoured to have Alderman Sir David Wootton attend as Lord Mayor Locum Tenens with his Lady Wootton
200 Liverymen and their guests attended with entertainement from the London Banqueting Ensemble and
Liveryman Rick Wakeman who played the piano after dinner. A guard was provided by the Pikemen and
Musketeers and the Company’s affiliated RAF unit, 444 (Shoreditch) Squadron, Royal Air Force Air Cadets.

The Master and her Consort M Lee Brace with the Lord Chief Justice and Lady Thomas. Wendy Mead with friends
from Slovenia. Company guests prior to the procession. The Banquet- The Livery doing what it does best.
Liveryman Rick Wakeman at the piano.

CHARITABLE TRUST DONATE £2500 TO IMPERIAL COLLEGE
The Glovers' Charitable Trust Board have been
receiving much help from the charity Meningitis Now,
who specialise in research and help for people
(mainly young people) suffering from Meningitis. One
outcome of the disease can be limb loss and this has
led the Board to agree that the provision of
prosthetics for hands should be an area to
concentrate some of our funding and fundraising. By
way of thanks to Meningitis Now and their CEO
Sue Davie the Glovers have donated £2,500 towards
a PCR machine. PCR stands for polymerase chain
reaction, which is a technique in molecular biology
used to amplify a single copy or a few copies of a
piece of DNA across several orders of magnitude,
generating thousands to millions of copies of a
particular DNA sequence. It is an indispensable
technique used in research labs.
This machine has been installed at Imperial College
in London, where several of the research programmes
funded by Meningitis Now are underway.
In early October Professor Paul Langford, Professor
of Paediatric Infectious Diseases, and Professor
Simon Kroll, Professor of Paediatrics and Molecular
Diseases, welcomed our Master, IPM Alderman
Alison Gowman and David Stone Assistant and
Secretary to the GCTB to Imperial College London to
find out more about the research and meet those
The Master with Immediate Past Master visit Imperial
carrying it out. This included an hour long
College having provided the funding for the PCR as part
presentation by Prof Kroll about the development of
of the Company’s support to Meningitis Now
vaccines. For perhaps the first time in her year as
Master, her professional training as a pathologist was put to the test and she passed! “We’re grateful to the
Worshipful Company of Glovers for their generous support and to Professor Kroll for hosting their visit and
showing them how this is put to practical use in our work to beat meningitis. It’s really valuable when people
can see the direct benefits of their contribution in this way” said Sue Davie, CEO
This is only the start of the Glovers' links with this important and imaginative work.

A PREVIEW OF THE SOCIAL VISIT TO THE PEPYS EXHIBITION

A very rare example of ribbon-trimmed gloves from the mid-17th century that form part of the Glove
Collection Trust are to be part of an exhibition at the National Maritime Museum from 20 November until 28
March 2016. The exhibition called Samuel Pepys: Plague, Fire, Revolution will explore a turbulent time in
London's history and will put into context the period of history when gloves were at their most flamboyant
and fashionable. The visit organised by the Social Committee takes place on 19 th January 2016.

THE GLOVERS’ YEARBOOK, PRINTED LIVERY LIST AND POCKET
CALENDAR IS DUE TO BE POSTED IN 2ND WEEK OF DECEMBER

GLOVERS MISCELLANEOUS

The Master and Maggie Manwaring presenting a cheque to Veteran’s Aid. Nala, the Yarrow’s dog, recovering in the
Mansion House after demolishing the gift of dog treats that had been presented by the Master at the banquet. Past
Lady Masters enjoying lunch together. The Master presenting gloves to the Recorder, HH Judge Nick Hilliard. The
Glove Collection Trustees at work. The Master and Renter Warden attend a reception for London Air Ambulance. The
Master presenting gloves to the new Sheriffs; Alderman and Sheriff Charles Bowman and Sheriff Christine Rigden.

LIVERY BRIEFING REVEALS THREE NEW CITY
LIVERY COMPANIES IN PIPELINE
All new(ish) Liverymen are encouraged to attend at least one
City Briefing; these happen about 4 times a year and give an
excellent grounding into City workings. Liveryman Caroline
Dale attended one on 23rd November and provides this
report.
The Guildhall City Briefing revealed three new Companies are
about to receive permission to become full-blown City Liveries –
taking the City total up to 113. Keep an eye on the website
www.liverycompanies.info to check who they are!
Once again it was obvious there is no substitute to attending
these regular briefings at Guildhall to make sure Liverymen are all
in their comfort zone when it comes to those awkward questions
about our traditions -some of which date back to the 12th century.
None of us realistically can keep all the facts about the Glovers’
own Company and its relation to the City of London at the
forefront of the brain. But these Briefings make an excellent stab
at tucking facts into memorable contexts.
How frequent are the Alderman elections? How many members
of Common Council are there? How many liveries come under the
category “Ancient”? (See below for the answers).
Nigel Pullman, (former Master of the Leathersellers and currently
Clerk to the World Traders) who created the above website, and
Assistant Town Clerk Simon Murrells kept the audience of
Liverymen and Freemen’s knowledge brushed up and in the know.

Livery City Meetings in 2016 will take place on 9th February, 5th October and 2nd November.
(And the answers????

Every six years,

100 members,

77 “Ancient”.)

